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(come dressed to ex-

press on Friday 10th) 

 

Half Term Dates: 

13th-17th February 

 

Upper School  

24th February—Culture 

Day—Peru 

 

 

Curnow School, Drump Road, Redruth, Cornwall. 
TR15 1LU 
Telephone: 01209 215432 
Email: secretary@curnowschool.org.uk 
Website: www.curnowschool.org.uk  

 

And in the blink of an eye the first month of 2023 is drawing to a close—it 

has been a month of dark mornings and nights, snow days and pending 

strikes. We continue to see the impact of winter bugs on our pupils and staff 

and yet still everywhere I go around school I see and hear great joy from all 

as they settle back in to routines post-Christmas. Huge thanks as always to 

our staff and families for their energy and enthusiasm in what is known as 

the most depressing month of the year—we have survived it!  

It is lovely to see what both Crofty and Rock classes have been up to this 

term. It is lovely to see how happy the Crofty crew are when working on their 

physical skills—super sporty! I am really excited to see the supermarket 

themed room this term in Rock—although I am already missing my toasted 

sandwich & cake on a Tuesday! 

Our curriculum focus this term is Design Technology—thanks Sue for putting 

together information for our families to learn more about this subject. 

Next week we are looking forward to all things wellbeing as we support the 

Place 2 Be Mental Health week and learn of all the ways we can look after 

ourselves physically and emotionally—it will be a really fun week with a range 

of activities from mindfulness to healthy eating. We look forward to seeing 

everyone ‘dressed to express’ on Friday! -see flyer at end of newsletter for 

more information 

Caroline 

January 2023  

mailto:secretary@curnowschool.org.uk
http://www.curnow.cornwall.sch.uk


 

News from Crofty Class! 

 

 

Our topic this term is all about feelings and an Author study of Nick Sharratt. 

Our focus story is called Shark in the Dark. We are learning about different 

textures and working on out tracking, looking and listening skills.    

We love sharing stories in lots of different for-

mats. We use Living Paintings books that have 

raised pictures and braille, we have listening 

stories and sensory stories of all sorts.  



 

Every day in Crofty we work on therapy and physical motor skills  These personal targets 

are part of our learning and play and we have great fun working on them at the same time.   

Therapy  is intertwined with every-

thing we do. So we may be doing 

art on a wedge, music in a stander 

or of course yoga and dance are 

excellent for getting us moving and 

stretching. We are active learners, 

we learn by doing, exploring and 

having fun at the same time.  



 

In Crofty. we work on tactile discrimination and visual skills daily. This is so that we can 

learn to understand our environment, we can learn to explore and communicate our    

choices and develop control and learn about the effect we have on the things around us.  

Touching, reaching, noticing changes, 

fixating, tracking, distinguishing          

between, exploring, revisiting, manipu-

lating, using and applying,  

LEARNING & UNDERSTANDING  



 

Last term in Key Stage 4 we started our new work skills 

room.  Every term we will be focusing on a new area of 

work related learning.  We began with a café for staff 

lunches on a Tuesday. The students really enjoyed working 

in the café.  As well as building on their communication 

skills they were able to work on key number,  measure, 

money and independence targets.  



 

 

As well as working to a 

budget we practised our     

social skills , literacy and 

money skills whilst visiting 

the local supermarket.   

 

Our Desserts were a real 

success last term we hope 

to be able to sell them in 

our supermarket this term! 

Some of our learners 

followed a sensory 

based approach to    

café working  



 

 

Scan me with your smart phone camera for our          

interactive DT newsletter!! 

 

 

Can’t scan?—copy this into your web browser 

https://padlet.com/rarmstrong46/dt-newsletter-u4a08cd2z3ee3vbr 

                     

 
 

    

 

This month’s focus is DT which includes Food & Nutrition.   DT is a valuable subject taught within Curnow and 

it is definitely one that the pupils enjoy. We recognise that both elements of DT play important roles in our 

students learning journey. Each area provides skills that help to develop  their creativity, understanding, tech-

nical and practical skills which are needed to perform everyday tasks.   

Design Technology has four aims:  Design, Make, Evaluate & Technical knowledge.                                             

The Food & Nutrition element teaches our students about the principles of nutrition (healthy foods/food 

groups, equipment & techniques, how to cook & food preparation). 

Please check our PD padlet to find out more:  

Sue Durrant is the school’s DT co-ordinator - email:  

sdurrant@curnowschool.org.uk  



 

   

We just wanted to take the opportunity to acknowledge 

that car/bus parking on both sites is becoming challenging. 

This year we have seen changes in transport and an          

increase in parents dropping off and collecting their      

children, which results in more ‘traffic’. We will continue to 

review the situation and support where we can but please 

can we ask all to be aware; take car to drive slowly into the 

car park, please leave space at Lower School (directly out-

side reception) free for County minibus parking, please be 

patient with everyone. We can’t magic any extra spaces 

but we can work together to drive safely and calmly and 

manage the drop off and pick up as stress free as possible. 

Please speak to Caroline/Rob or Sam if you have any     

concerns and we will do our best to help. 

Thank You! 



 

   

“A great start to the first meeting of our new 

school  council. Positions within the council 

were agreed and the Chair welcomed all     

members and reminded them of the school 

council values. We discussed the upcoming 

mental health week planned at school and 

agreed that Friday would be a ‘Dress to Express’ 

day”. 

Wendy Hattam (Community Governor) 







 

 

Improving children’s mental health in schools – Place2Be  

https://www.place2be.org.uk/



